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9
COMMUNITY 

PARTNER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

TRAINED

1,358
HOURS PRO BONO 

ATTORNEYS 
VOLUNTEERED

158
HOURS PRO BONO 

MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS 

VOLUNTEERED 

166
VOLUNTEERS

COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

Bernalillo

Catron

Chaves

Cibola

Colfax

Curry

Doña Ana

Eddy

Guadalupe

Lea

Lincoln

Los Alamos

Luna

McKinley

Otero

Rio Arriba

Roosevelt

San Juan

San Miguel

Sandoval

Santa Fe

Sierra

Socorro

Taos

Torrance

Valencia

26 OUT OF 33 
COUNTIES SERVED



Our Detention & Asylum team members assist one of our clients while 
following COVID-19 social distancing regulations. Since the onset of 
the pandemic and due to COVID-19 safety restrictions, our team has 
pivoted to helping immigrants and asylum seekers remotely.
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Dear Friends, 

It’s been a year of change, one that we could not have gotten through without your 
support. On top of the ever-shifting legal and policy landscape surrounding im-
migration, COVID-19 has continued to force us to reevaluate the way we carry out 
our mission and conduct our work. But with change comes opportunity. That’s why 
we chose Moving Forward with Our Community as the theme for this year’s report, 
reflecting the drive and determination put in by our team of staff, volunteers, and 
partners to ensure we continue to provide high-quality services and advocacy for 
community members in these difficult times.

One thing that hasn’t changed: nearly two years into the pandemic, 
our immigrant community continues to be disproportionately affected, 

as COVID-19 has exacerbated countless systemic issues. Moreover, 
Trump-era policies continue to create a climate of fear.

Title 42, the COVID-19 “public health” order, has been used by our federal govern-
ment to turn away asylum seekers at our border. The Migrant Protection Protocols 
(MPP) have forced hundreds of thousands of asylum seekers to wait in Mexico during 
the adjudication of their cases. Efforts to wind down MPP have faced legal set-backs. 
A welcome federal court decision in December 2020, which allowed first-time DACA 
applicants to submit applications again, has been subject to retaliatory lawsuits that 
leave our clients in a state of constant limbo. 

While the national climate is still highly volatile, we are proud that on a local level we 
have seen community members and government creating lasting change in New 
Mexico, addressing barriers to economic stability for immigrants to our state. For 
the second year in a row, we partnered with community-based organizations and 
community members to advocate for statutory change by supporting Senate Bill 219, 
sponsored by Senator Ortiz y Pino. It was passed and signed by the Governor. The 
new law removed statutory administrative and regulatory barriers to professional and 
occupational licenses for immigrants.

We remain hopeful despite the challenges and constant changes. The demand for 
nonprofit immigration legal services in New Mexico remains high, putting significant 
strain on our staff and their well-being during these challenging times. We expe-
rienced several staff transitions this year, saying goodbye to some (including our 
longtime friend, co-worker, and Executive Director Adriel Orozco), while welcoming 
to our team a new group of talented advocates. With our team's experience and your 
continued dedication, we will move forward together to serve low-income immigrant 
communities throughout New Mexico. Thank you for your commitment to NMILC.

¡La lucha sigue! The fight continues! 

Adelante, 

Jennifer Landau   Mónica Córdova 
Executive Director    Board Chair

We could not do 
   what we do 
      without you and 
 your support.
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Advocating for Asylum Seekers 
       & Fighting to End 
                  Immigrant Detention 

The Biden Administration inherited a broken asylum system. Shortly after taking office, the new ad-
ministration began the process of winding down the xenophobic Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP) 
program, which forced hundreds of thousands of asylum seekers to wait in Mexico during the adjudi-
cation of their cases. Thousands of asylum seekers were paroled into the U.S. this year, overwhelming 
NMILC and other legal service providers across the country.

“Title 42,” another Trump-era policy, prevented tens of thousands of people from seeking asylum at the 
border. Although the Biden Adminsition has permitted limited exceptions to unaccompanied minors 
and families, thousands continue to be deprived of the right to seek humanitarian protection. Families 
allowed to pursue asylum in the U.S. are often placed in an expedited process, dramatically reducing 
their chance to obtain representation and meaningfully present their asylum claims.

To respond to the overwhelming need for legal support for asylum seekers in New Mexico, NMILC 
created workshops to assist and inform as many asylum seekers as possible, including those at the 
Cibola and Torrance County Detention Centers. Workshops inform asylum seekers about the immi-
gration court process and helps applicants prepare their asylum-related documents. We also continued 
screening for COVID-related vulnerabilities and provided pro bono referrals for release cases.

In 2021, our asylum team also supported hundreds of non-detained asylum seekers through our re-
mote service infrastructure. We utilized innovative forms preparation and advocacy systems to guide 
newly arrived families through the early stages of the asylum process. As regulations governing the 
MPP and Title 42 policies changed, we adapted our programming to provide workshop participants 
with up-to-date information and advocacy.

A Humanitarian 
Crisis at The Border 



In the summer of 2021, Bria 
Yazic, a Northeastern Law 
School intern, volunteered 
to support NMILC’s asylum 
workshop and litigation 
services. Bria assisted with 
asylum workshop intakes, 
provided research assistance, 
and drafted motions in the 
pepper spray litigation.

“The NMILC team welcomed me 

immediately and gave me opportunities 

to learn important lawyering skills on the 

job. I really appreciated the opportunity 

to speak directly with clients. Moments of 

humor were so meaningful considering the 

serious and painful topics that compromise 

workshop intakes.”

NMILC provided legal 

information, guidance, 

and pro se services to: 

252 individuals 

at the Torrance County 

Detention Facility

Over 25 individuals 

at the Cibola County 

Correctional Center

In New Mexico, detained immigrant populations faced a lack of COVID-19 
safety protocols, inconsistent vaccine information, and inadequate 
medical care in detention centers. At various points in 2020 and 2021, ICE 
detention centers in New Mexico had some of the highest COVID-19 case 
counts in the country. NMILC advocated for COVID-19 protective mea-
sures and vaccinations, and succeeded in obtaining release of high-risk 
immigrant detainees with underlying medical conditions. In May 2021, 
NMILC joined the ACLU-NM and Santa Fe Dreamers Project (SFDP) in a 
lawsuit related to the inhumane pepper-spraying of about 24 detained 
asylum seekers who were peacefully protesting the lack of COVID-19 safe-
ty measures, and inadequate medical care. NMILC continues to collaborate 
with the ACLU-NM and SFDP in ongoing litigation. 

ENDING IMMIGRANT DETENTION 

As part of a national movement to end family separation and immigrant deten-
tion, NMILC joined forces with several organizations to form the People Over 
Private Prisons-New Mexico (POPP-NM) coalition. The coalition worked toward 
collectively moving our state legislators to end private prison contracting in 
New Mexico. POPP-NM partnered with the Detention Watch Network, a national 
nonprofit, to align our local campaign to the national strategy and conversation 
around ending private detention. Through legal expertise, strategic organizing, 
communication strategy, and advocacy, POPP-NM was successful in introducing 
House Bill 40 The Private Detention Facilities Moratorium Act, in the 2021 New 
Mexico legislative session. NMILC members served as legal experts for committee 
hearings and panel experts. Though HB40 did not pass, it generated crucial con-
versations and awareness among community members and policy makers.

ADVOCATING 
FOR DETAINEES 
DURING COVID-19

“This past legislative session, 

we and other advocates pushed 

to formally end all privately 

run detention facilities in 

New Mexico, including ICE 

detention centers. Subjecting 

people fleeing persecution to 

further harm and violence is 

an affront to our laws and 

values as a nation.” 

—ARIFA RAZA 
NMILC Detention & Asylum 

Supervising Attorney

OUR IMPACT

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
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2021 brought many administrative and policy changes to citizenship, Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), and residency programs. To best serve the community, NMILC offered remote 
citizenship, DACA, and residency renewal services, developing innovative systems to register and 
maintain virtual client files remotely. 

Our team worked closely with pro bono attorneys and volunteers to  overcome increased processing 
times caused by remote workshops. When NMILC received an influx of calls from first-time DACA 
applicants, our pro bono attorneys and volunteer teams established a remote workshop focused entirely 
on initial DACA applicants. NMILC served 207 initial DACA applicants between December 7, 2020 
(when the Department of Homeland Security began accepting initial DACA applications) and July 16, 
2021 (when a Federal judge prevented DHS from reviewing initial DACA applications).

Whether in-person or virtual, community partnership is essential. NMILC collaborated with El CEN-
TRO de Igualdad y Derechos to build power in the immigrant community by connecting legal services 
with civic engagement and organizing efforts. Together we conducted two pilot projects where NMILC 
offered legal services to cohorts of legal permanent residents. El CENTRO oversaw the cohorts and 
led leadership development training on civic engagement, workers’ rights, and immigrants’ rights.

Supporting Applicans with?
Paths to Citizenship & DACA

Building Power 
        & Representation 
    Through Legal Services
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FABIOLA LANDEROS 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZER

“This collaboration has given our 

people the opportunity to undergo the 

naturalization process with the support 

of legal representatives and community 

advocates who are also fighting for 

community power and justice so they don’t 

have to feel like they need to go at it alone.” 

— Fabiola Landeros, Community Organizer,  

EL CENTRO de Igualdad y Derechos. 

Alexandra Ogunsanya, a Public Ally volunteer with NMILC, 

provided crucial support for our remote Citizenship and DACA 

Program this year. She helped hundreds of applicants prepare their 

citizenship, residency, and DACA applications. Alexandra also par-

ticipated in NMILC’s Pre-Law Pipeline Program before successfully 

matriculating to New York Law School on a full-tuition scholarship! 

“I chose to volunteer with NMILC because I am passionate about working 

with and supporting the immigrant community here in New Mexico. Being 

able to have a direct positive effect on the lives of immigrants in New 

Mexico has been an amazing opportunity and experience for me.”

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

VOLUNTEERS 
ENGAGED

16 paralegals and 

pro bono attorneys 

trained for our DACA 

renewal workshop 

9 languages 

represented by our 

translators

240 documents 

translated

WORKSHOP 
APPLICANTS 

SERVED

128 in 2017 

281 in 2018 

941 in 2019 

983 in 2020 

1,170 in 2021

DID YOU KNOW: Applying for 
citizenship is an expensive process 
that discourages many low-income, 
eligible immigrants.

$725 Cost to apply for citizenship

In addition to applications for full fee 
waivers, NMILC helps clients apply for 
a $405 fee reduction.

We helped 74 individuals 
submit applications for fee 
waivers or fee reductions.

PARTNERSHIP HIGHLIGHT

OUR IMPACT

REMOTE 
WORKSHOPS

21 counties served
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Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) is a type of humanitarian immigration relief 
available to immigrant youth who have been abandoned, abused, or neglected. With 
the future of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program (DACA) in peril, 
SIJS remains a critical pathway to residency and citizenship for immigrant youth. SIJS 
backlogs disproportionately affect Central American immigrants, who cannot lawfully 
work in the United States pending the final disposition of their SIJS case.

This year, NMILC pushed for U.S. Customs and Immigration Services (USCIS) to 
issue Employment Authorization Documents (EAD) to immigrant children and 
youth. NMILC Supervising Attorney Monica Newcomer Miller filed several EAD 
applications relying on Godines v. DHS, which allows youth who receive SIJS to 
obtain work authorization. 

Building Pro Bono Networks to 
Support Immigrant Children & Youth

Pro bono attorneys are an integral part of NMILC’s SIJS program. New Mexico 
pro bono attorneys obtain time-sensitive predicate orders, necessary to begin 
SIJS proceedings. This year NMILC conducted remote outreach and training 
of pro bono attorneys and successfully held two free remote CLEs. NMILC also 
formalized a partnership with the Modrall Sperling law firm, training their 
attorneys and staff on SIJS and DACA.

Supporting SIJS 
Applicants Through 

Historic Backlogs

Fighting for 
     Immigrant Children 
         & Youth

OUR IMPACT 
IN 2021

119 Immigrant Youth 

Represented 

with SIJS Cases

38 SIJS Predicate 

Orders Approved

38 SIJS 

Residency Applications 

Approved

95 DACA 

Renewal Applications  

Completed

40 Pro Bono 

Attorneys Worked SIJS 

and DACA Cases



NEW LAW FELLOW SPOTLIGHT
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PAYING IT FORWARD 

Evelyn Perez (right) and Quiana Salazar-King, 

NMILC’s Community Engagement Director (left) 

at a community event informing the community 

about NMILC. 

Evelyn Perez interned with NMILC last summer 

through the City of Albuquerque’s Junior Men-

torship Program. Evelyn assisted U-Visa cases by 

updating client information.

“I want to give back 
to the community that 
gave me everything 
I needed to continue 
my studies and to stop 
living in fear.” 
—Evelyn Perez

Expanding SIJS Partnerships 
in Rural New Mexico

Jessica Inez Martinez joined NMILC this Septem-

ber as a Corrine Wolfe Transformative Advocacy 

Fellow, a Fellowship through the University of 

New Mexico School of Law funded by the Kellogg 

Foundation. Jessica is working to build partnerships with service 

providers throughout rural New Mexico and train pro bono attorneys 

to represent SIJS eligible children. 

“As a daughter of an immigrant, this fellowship comes full circle. Un-

derstanding my mother’s sacrifices inspired me to go to law school and 

fueled my passion to serve my community. This fellowship project will 

increase the well-being of immigrant children by developing a referral 

process in rural areas and through direct legal representation.” 

SIJS “ARTIVISM” OUTREACH

COLLABORATING TO SUPPORT 
IMMIGRANT YOUTH 

NMILC works with government 

agencies, legal service providers, 

the University of New Mexico 

School of Law, and private law 

firms to provide accessible, free 

legal services to immigrant youth 

applying for Special Immigrant 

Juvenile Status in New Mexico.

Individual Pro Bono Attorneys

Modrall Sperling Law Firm

New Mexico Children, Youth 

& Families Department

Law Offices of the 

Public Defender’s

Pegasus Legal Aid

Santa Fe Dreamers Project

University of New Mexico 

School of Law

CLIENT HIGHLIGHT

2021 PARTNERS

This spring we held NMILC’s inaugural 
art contest for students across New 
Mexico. Students were asked to submit 
artistic designs inspired by the theme 
“Our Community, Our Power.” The 
contest built connections with schools 
and students across the state. Over 
70 students registered and 21 
submitted designs.

Del Norte High School student Jeanie 
Vo’s design was this year’s contest 
winner. Her art was used to make T-shirts 
and tote bags to promote NMILC. 
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Federal Policy Victories 
for Crime Survivors

 
The Trump Administration instituted unprecedented administrative and pol-
icy barriers for survivors of crime, causing them to fear submitting crime visa 
applications. Survivors of violent crime and domestic crime were routinely 
detained and removed from the U.S. despite having a pending application for 
immigration relief. Under the Biden Administration, the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) released new prosecutorial discretion guidance for ICE 
attorneys, permitting them to close cases for survivors of crime—an incredible 
shift from the previous position that ICE would pursue every case to completion. 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) also implemented a procedure for 
fast-tracking relief for survivors of crime who have cooperated with authorities 
in reporting and prosecuting crime. USCIS can now review a pending U Visa 
petition and make a quick, bona fide determination that the applicant qualifies. 
This determination provides protection from removal and ensures legal work au-
thorization. NMILC clients who applied in 2016 are finally getting these bona fide 
determinations. 

Moving Forward 
        with Immigrant Survivors 

OUR IMPACT 
IN 2021

NMILC supported 

survivors pursuing 

Violence Against 

Women Act petitions, 

U, or T Visas with:

306 
consultations

34 
brief services

356 
direct 

representation
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

EMPOWERING SURVIVORS THROUGH 
HOLISTIC SERVICES DURING COVID-19

In 2021, NMILC’s Survivor Advancement Program provided clients with ho-
listic services via trauma-informed legal assistance and representation, and 
supported them in navigating community and government resources. More 
than 70% of clients directly represented by one of our attorneys are survivors 
of a violent crime or human trafficking. 

Partner organizations identify and refer survivors to NMILC for legal services 
and help support clients in gathering critical documentation for their legal 
cases. These partners have deep community networks all around the state, 
which build trust with immigrant families and survivors of crimes. NMILC trains 
providers so that they understand the specific legal needs of immigrants, 
while the providers ensure NMILC is up to date on the best trauma-informed 
and community-centered practices. These partnerships also ensure immi-
grant community members can take full advantage of New Mexico’s wealth 
of community resources, without undue bureaucratic hurdles or fear of com-
plications regarding their immigration status.  

For many of our clients, financial constraints limit access to medical services 
needed for their legal cases. Every month, NMILC partners with UNM Phy-
sicians for Human Rights and the One Hope Centro de Vida Health Center 
to perform pro bono medical, gynecological, and psychological evaluations 
survivors need for case evidence. Through this partnership, NMILC provided 
pro bono medical evaluations for eight survivors in 2021. 

Kari Converse is a 
longtime court-cer-
tified volunteer 
interpreter with 
NMILC who trans-
lates legal documents 
and interprets for 
clients during the 

medical evaluations and screenings 
required for their cases. She also 
volunteers at our monthly clinic 
for immigrant survivors hosted in 
partnership with UNM Physicians 
for Human Rights at the One Hope 
Centro de Vida Health Clinic. This 
year, Kari helped make a long-shot 
VAWA win possible for one of our 
survivor clients by interpreting for 
them during a psychological evalua-
tion needed for case evidence at their 
immigration court hearing. 

“I have been deeply grateful for the 

opportunities NMILC has offered 

me to help. Now, I have a new way 

to help, by interpreting for medical 

exams. NMILC is a tremendous force 

for good in our community and world, 

and I am grateful for the opportunities 

to contribute.”

Emma Race, NMILC’s Survivor Advancement 
Program Supervisor, takes a client call from 
her home office. Since the onset of COVID-19, 
our Survivor Advancement Team 
supports survivors through 
remote services. 

OPENING PATHWAYS TO HOLISTIC SERVICES

NMILC just completed its first year as part of the Pathways to a Healthy 
Bernalillo County program. The initiative focuses on empowering 
clients to advocate for themselves by supporting them in navigating 
and accessing local services. Pathways partners include Centro 
Savila, United Voices for Newcomer Rights, Encuentro, and ACCESS.  

NMILC is recruiting certified 
interpreters in any language. 

If interested in volunteering, go 
to nmilc.org/volunteer, or email 

Delaney Swink, NMILC Volunteer 
Coordinator, at dswink@nmilc.org.

NMILC provided 
Pathways Navigation 

to 114 individuals



12

Josefina (pseudonym) survived human trafficking more than 15 years ago. With NMILC’s help, she 
obtained her T Visa this year. T Visas are a form of humanitarian relief available to survivors of labor 
or sex trafficking. A final decision can take anywhere from 19 to 40 months to be rendered. Under the 
previous administration, T Visa petitions were systematically denied when the victimization occurred 
more than five years prior to the application being filed, despite the law not having a time limit. 

Josefina came to the United States in the early 2000s to escape gender-based violence in her home 
country. Upon crossing the border, she was apprehended by Border Patrol and released after a few 
days. Immigration officials left her at a bus stop without money, extra clothing, or directions. After a 
day or two, a woman befriended Josefina and promised to help her get clothes and food. Josefina was 
happy to see a friendly person who also spoke her language. 

The woman, however, took her back to a house where she was held captive and brutally subjected 
to sex trafficking. After some time, the woman abandoned her in the countryside. Josefina was found 
by a couple of very kind people who helped her reunite with her family. She later met her spouse 
and established a family. They lived happily for years until she and her spouse were detained during 
a surprise ICE raid. Josefina was released to take care of her minor child, but her spouse was held in 
ICE custody during his removal proceedings.

Josefina came to NMILC for legal assistance for her spouse and herself. Two NMILC attorneys 
represented Josefina in her petition for a T Visa before the immigration court. While her T Visa 
application was pending, Josefina and her family underwent difficult times. Her spouse remained 
detained until he was deported to his home country, where he ultimately passed away from health 
complications that were left untreated while in ICE custody. Josefina’s T Visa was approved after 20 
months, giving her legal status and a work permit to help make ends meet for her children. The T 
Visa approval also provided a basis to terminate her removal proceedings.

Surviving Trafficking: 
A Client Story



NMILC IN THE NEWS

Advocating Against 
the “Blank-Space” Policy

In April 2021, NMILC turned to the media to inform our community about 
the increase in U Visa rejections resulting from a 2019 Trump-era policy 
known as the “Blank-Space Rejection” policy, which was used to reject 
more than 60,000 U Visa and asylum applications.

Due to a lawsuit filed by immigration advocates, USCIS revoked the 
policy in December 2020, and in July 2021 agreed to issue new receipt 
notices reflecting the original filing date for cases rejected under the 
policy. In addition to getting the word out, NMILC ensured that our 
clients’ applications avoided this unnecessary rebuttal and advocated for 
applicants whose applications had been rejected under “Blank-Space”. 

Empowering Immigrants to 
Access Resources During Covid-19

Almost two years into the global pandemic, low-income immigrant communities 
continue to see disproportionate effects of COVID-19, making financial stability 
a nearly impossible challenge. At the federal level, immigrants were excluded 
from federal stimulus programs, leaving them to navigate complicated, sometimes 
overwhelming, alternate resource systems. Strong community advocacy helped 
to push New Mexico’s state legislature and local governments to fund financial 
assistance programs for people excluded from federal COVID-19 relief packages, 
including our immigrant community. Because of the fear many immigrants 
experience in accessing government support, NMILC partnered with the City 
of Albuquerque and City of Santa Fe to ensure that community members were 
provided with accurate information and could access local resources.

NMILC’s staff also collaborated with the New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty 
(NMCLP) to create a resource guide that lists specific programs available to 
immigrants depending on their immigration status. NMILC and NMCLP successfully 
advocated for removing administrative barriers in the Emergency Rental Assistance 
Program application processes that kept eligible immigrants from applying.

All together, in 2021, NMILC helped 139 immigrant families who were experiencing 
financial hardship due to COVID-19 to navigate community resources and access 
over $31,700 for housing stability and immigration application related fees, with 
the support of the City of Albuquerque, the City of Santa and Catholic Charities.

COLLABORATING 
TO SUPPORT 
SURVIVORS 

This year NMILC partnered 
statewide with victim service 
providers, healthcare providers, law 
enforcement, and other local and 
national governmental agencies 
to respond to survivors’ COVID-19 
related challenges and needs. 

GOVERNMENT

NM Crime Victims Reparation 
Commission

City of Albuquerque

City of Santa Fe 

VICTIM SERVICE PROVIDERS

ARISE

Casa Fortaleza

Casa Kids of Chavez County

Center of Protective Environment

Enlace Comunitario

New Mexico Asian Family Center

Phoenix House

SAFE House

Solace Crisis Treatment Center

Southern NM Child 
Advocacy Center

HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

University of New Mexico 
Hospital

One Hope Clinic
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CHANGING THE 
       BORDER NARRATIVE

Moving forward with our community also means reshaping 

the xenophobic and racist border narrative that has spread 

rampantly throughout our nation in the last few years. 

This year, NMILC was named a grantee of the Reclaiming 

the Border Narrative Project, an initiative funded by the 

Ford Foundation in partnership with Borealis Philanthropy, 

the Center for Cultural Power, the National Association of 

Hispanic Journalists, and the National Association of Latino 

Arts and Cultures. The Project is a community archiving 

initiative aimed at changing the U.S.-Mexico border nar-

rative through authentic storytelling by directly affected 

communities in a variety of formats. Highlighted below are 

stories of our staff, volunteers, clients, and allies that have 

participated in the Border Narrative Project.

John Dinh Hoang 
Citizenship/DACA Intern

John Dinh Hoang is the son of Viet-
namese immigrants. He attributes 
his perseverance and resilience to 
his parents and their immigration 
journey. His experience as a queer 
child of immigrants motivated him 
to intern with NMILC’s Citizen-
ship/DACA program in 2021. John 
believes that it’s important for immi-
grants to believe in their power and 
capabilities to persevere. 

“Sharing my story and lived 
experience is a starting point 
for people to connect with my 
humanity.”
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Ilse Grijalva 
Community Partner 
Media Specialist

Ilse Grijalva is the Communica-
tions Media Specialist for NMILC’s 
community partner, Encuentro. 
Originally from Chihuahua, Mexi-
co, Ilse was 14 years old when she 
migrated with her family to New 
Mexico. She attributes her strong 
work ethic and passion for learning 
and growing to her parents. Ilse 
leads Tu Voz Digital, Encuentro’s 
community journalism initiative. 

“Community journalism is a great 
opportunity to get important stories 
out through the same people that are 
directly affected.”

Sophia Corwell 
NMILC Translation Volunteer

Sophia Corwell is a manager at San-
dia National Laboratories. She was 
raised by her grandparents in El 
Salvador and migrated to the U.S. in 
the 80s. Sophia is also a translation 
volunteer with NMILC. Sophia says 
she volunteers to help give a voice 
to immigrants in search of legal 
assistance.

“I chose to tell my story because I 
want to inspire others. I want to 
let others know that nothing is out 
of reach. I want them to know that 
they are not alone because they can 
always count on their community 
for help.”

Jennifer Garcia 
National Immigrant Youth 
Rights Organizer

Jennifer “Jenni” Garcia is an organizer 
with United We Dream, a national 
immigrant youth rights organization. 
She leads their UndocuHealth depart-
ment, which focuses on providing 
undocumented youth with mental 
health and self-care and resources. 
Jenni migrated with her family at 
the age of 7 to New Mexico from 
Chihuahua, Mexico. Early on, she 
experienced a harsh reality many 
undocumented immigrants face: 
inaccessible healthcare. Her brother 
was forced to self-deport after he was 
diagnosed with a mental health con-
dition and was unable to find support 
in the U.S. These experiences fuel 
Jenni’s work to build a national bank 
of mental-health professionals that un-
documented immigrants can access. 

“I think it’s important that our stories 
are told and that our testimonies can 
be kept for generations to come as part 
of building generational knowledge 
and education.”
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Partnering with 
              Pro Bonos & 
       Volunteers

Legal and medical pro bono court-certified interpreters, attorneys, and volunteers 
generously give their expertise and time to increase NMILC’s capacity to serve the 
immigrant community. Under COVID-19, our pro bono professionals and volunteers 
pivoted services to remote models to ensure that we continue to provide essential 
legal and medical services. In 2021, 166 pro bono professionals and volunteers assisted 
immigrant community members who were unable to afford legal services.

›  Pro bono attorneys provide direct representation and advocacy for immigrants, 
including predicate orders in SIJS cases, legal advice on citizenship matters, 
and legal support on policy initiatives. 

›  Medical pro bono professionals perform critical psychological and physical  
evaluations, provide crucial affidavits and documentation, and important 
expert witness testimony.

›  Court-certified interpreters volunteer with NMILC to interpret for NMILC 
clients, translate documents, and serve as a bridge between clients and other 
service providers.

›  Administrative volunteers assist staff with data, filing, and administrative proj-
ects, which helps NMILC utilize staff resources to more effectively serve clients. 

NMILC is grateful and honored to work with such an exceptional team of pro bono 
professionals and volunteers who give their time and expertise to help our low-income 
immigrant community in New Mexico. 

Renee Wolters has been 

a volunteer with NMILC 

for over seven years. Her 

efforts have expanded our 

citizenship services as well 

as our SIJS capacity. 
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Dr. Hope Ferdowsian, M.D. 
Pro Bono Physician 

Survivor Advancement Team

“Our new reality offers many oppor-

tunities to rethink our relationships 

with each other and to answer the 

call to help others in ways that are 

meaningful and impactful. Those efforts often start with 

listening and learning, as we regularly have the oppor-

tunity to do together through the One Hope Asylum 

Medicine Clinic.”

Jazmín Irazoqui-Ruiz, Esq.  
Pro Bono Attorney 

Economic Justice Team

“Pro bono attorneys increase access 

for populations that do not have the 

financial means to hire an attorney. 

When we volunteer for community 

organizations the community trusts, we increase capacity 

for an organization that already has a strong relationship 

with community members.”

Dr. Wanni Zhou  
Pro Bono Psychologist 

Survivor Advancement Team

“My work with NMILC involves 

providing psychological evaluations 

to support immigration cases. These 

evaluations often pose a significant financial barrier, on 

top of healthcare and legal systems that are challenging 

to navigate. I feel strongly that immigrants belong in our 

communities and make them stronger. By providing these 

services, I hope to facilitate their pathway to citizenship.”

Dominic Martinez, Esq. 
Pro Bono Attorney 

DACA & SIJS Team

“I chose to volunteer my time to work 

on pro bono matters with NMILC 

because I wanted to lend support to 

our immigrant community. Working 

with NMILC made me realize that even lawyers without 

subject-matter expertise can be immensely impactful, 

and they can provide valuable legal services that might 

otherwise be cost-prohibitive.”

Jenifer Getz  
Pro Bono Development Consultant

“Over the last four years, the immi-

gration policies in our country have 

become barbaric and inhumane. I 

wanted to see asylum seekers and 

DACA applicants treated with the appropriate respect 

and dignity they deserve. I knew I had to do something to 

support the good work that was being done by grassroots 

organizations like NMILC.“

Ruth Warner  
Pro Bono Interpreter 

Survivor Advancement Team

“The immigrant community faces 

enormous challenges in the United 

States because of unjust policies 

and systemic racism. This has been 

exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, which has 

deepened the gaps of inequity domestically and around 

the world. I am happy to support the work of NMILC 

as a volunteer interpreter as a concrete way of lending 

a hand.”

Bridget Mullins, Esq. 
Pro Bono Attorney 

SIJS Team

“As a pro bono attorney with NMILC, 

I am honored to be one part of that 

community, providing legal expertise 

during difficult periods in people’s 

lives. Legal support within a community of care can truly 

improve a family’s outlook, and that’s why I’m so grate-

ful to work with the people of NMILC. As a family law 

lawyer, I look forward to meeting more special immigrant 

juvenile clients and their families.”

Peter Katel 
Pro Bono Interpreter 

Survivor Advancement Team

“Interpreters play a vital role in 

allowing refugees and other immi-

grants to communicate fully with 

government officials, often on life-

and-death matters.” 

GET INVOLVED
Interested in using your skills and expertise to support NMILC’s mission? 

Visit nmilc.org/volunteer and fill out a volunteer or pro bono inquiry form! 
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Advocating 
  for Economic 
Justice

Advancing Professional and 
Occupational Licenses for All

While the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted immigrant families, it has also high-
lighted the experience of workers whose voices have not previously been heard. Many immigrant 
workers, including DACA recipients, have historically been denied professional and occupational 
licenses by state law or licensing body regulations in fields including medicine, nursing, physical 
therapy, dentistry, and law. These barriers have excluded qualified immigrants from practicing 
in the fields for which they have been trained, limiting the number of licensed health care pro-
fessionals in the state, as well as relegating many immigrants to lower paying jobs.

In March 2021, during its first all-virtual legislative session, New Mexico made history once 
again, furthering the work to remove professional and occupational licensing barriers for immi-
grants in New Mexico with the passage of Senate Bill 219, sponsored by Sen. Gerald Ortiz y 
Pino. The bill expanded professional and occupational licensing for immigrants in a variety of 
fields. NMILC staff and pro bono partners provided legal research, analysis, and expert testimony 
on the legal necessity for the expansion. 

Senate Bill 219 built on the work of Senate Bill 137, also sponsored by Sen. Ortiz y Pino (as 
well as Rep. Javier Martinez, Sen. Daniel Ivey-Soto, and Rep. Andrea Romero), which passed in 
2020. As a result of the passage of these bills, New Mexican immigrants will have more access 
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to high paying jobs and our state will have fewer shortages in key 
industries, such as healthcare.

NMILC will continue to educate immigrant community members 
about these changes and monitor implementation and compliance to 
ensure that immigrants can practice in the fields in which they are 
trained. As part of that effort, this year, NMILC has already contact-
ed more than 13 licensing boards to ensure that they updated their 
policies and trained staff members from WESST, a business incuba-
tor, on the impact of SB 137 and SB 219 on immigrant businesses. COLLABORATIVE 

ADVOCACY IN ACTION

The passing of SB 219 and SB 137 
into law was a result of collaborative 
advocacy efforts from NM-based 
community organizing, legal, and 
policy organizations. This year we 
continued to partner with: 

New Mexico Dream Team

Center for Civic Policy

New Mexico Voices for Children

Former NMILC Executive Director Adriel Orozco 
provides expert testimony virtually in favor of SB 219 
alongside former NMILC attorney Diana Torres. 

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham signed 
SB 137 into law in March 2020. 

“All careers 

    are important, 

           and we all 

    deserve the 

       same equality.”

Respiratory Therapist Helps COVID-19 Patients 
After Licensing Barriers for Immigrants Removed

Christian Farfan is an NMILC ally and member of our community partner organization, the 
New Mexico Dream Team. He began his career as a respiratory therapist on the COVID-19 
frontline in Farmington, New Mexico. He was born in Mexico City and migrated with his fam-
ily to Georgia when he was 15 years old. After graduating high school, Christian moved to 
New Mexico to pursue a license in respiratory therapy. 

Christian obtained his degree in 2018 from Central New Mexico Community College, but was 
unable to practice because he lacked the Social Security Number needed for licensing. He 
was only able to practice after SB 137 passed in the 2020 New Mexico legislative session. Right 
away, he used his newly acquired license to help New Mexico in the fight against COVID-19.

“It was very tough to see people go through a disease like COVID-19. It made me see life 
in a different way. Just trying to make a difference in the life of my patients going through 
COVID-19 was what kept me going.”

This year, Christian joined NMILC and our community partners in advocating the passage 
of SB 219. Today, he helps patients suffering from COVID-19 while continuing his advocacy 
for the removal of licensing barriers in New Mexico. 



This year, the Jewish Community Center of Greater Albuquerque 
(JCC) named NMILC as a 2021 Humanitarian Award honoree. 
Executive Director and Co-Founder of NMILC, Jenny Landau, 
accepted the award, which celebrates people across New Mexico 
dedicating their life’s work to helping others. Jenny’s father was 
born in a displaced persons camp after World War II and her 
grandparents lost all known family to Auschwitz and survived in 
exile while detained at work camps in Siberia. We thank the JCC 
for the recognition and the staff, volunteers, and partners who 
have played a part in serving our low-income community. 

We welcome the opportunity to talk to groups large and small about the issues 
impacting asylum seekers in our community. Last December, St. Andrew’s Church 
invited us to speak to their congregation about our work and services. To show solidarity 
with immigrant children detained on the U.S.-Mexico border, the congregation built a 
unique nativity scene with a message. The display consisted of a cage with children’s 
dolls inside, which they displayed at the front of the church. This was a unique way to 
bring attention and awareness to a serious humanitarian issue that is a reality to so 
many in our immigrant and asylum-seeking community.

Give to NMILC this holiday season at nmilc.org/donate, and let us know if you 

would like us to share our work with your community group or congregation!

WAYS TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

NMILC RECEIVES 
JCC HUMANITARIAN AWARD

20
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EXPENSES

$2,153,191 Program Services 

$239,331 Administration

$37,741 Fundraising

$2,430,263 TOTAL EXPENSES

REVENUE SOURCES

$1,594,209 Private Foundations

$954,347 Government 

$162,321 Individuals

$127,204 Donated Professional Services 

$1,105 Miscellaneous Income 

$2,721,059 TOTAL REVENUE

FISCAL YEAR 
2021

1% 
Fundraising

10% 
Administration

89¢ 
of every dollar
is spent on essential 
programming

89% 
Programming
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Adrian Gervassi
Andrea E. Solis
Andres Goldschmidt
Andrew Tafoya Leverett
Angelina Xing
Anna Prawdzik Hull
Aurora Arreola
Aurora Lynn Craig-McBride
Barbara C. Schroder
Barri Wilner Sanders
Belkis Jacquez
Brenda Macias Lopez
Bryce Mason Williamson
Brystal Barcena
Christie Hernandez
Clint Montgomery
Daniella Isabel Apodaca
David Terrazas
Debbie Weissman
Dee Dee Ann Alvarado
Denise Roberta Gallegos
Denise T. Garcia
Elizabeth Ann Sanchez
Ellaf Al-Tamimi
Ericka Martinez-Castro
Eubie Graham Butt
Feliz Vianney Ruiz
Georges Eyenga
Georgian Spata
Gillian Brassil
Gwenyth Szabo
Isela Bravo
Jacob McConaghie
Jacqueline Paul
Jan Jansen
Jane E. Kirkpatrick
Jeanine Rogge
Jenifer Getz
Jennifer Baidon Carrillo
Jennifer Campos
Jennifer Gamboa
Jessica Roady
Jihnny De Giles
John B. Ellig
Juan Pablo Wijngaard
Judy D. Vratil
Julia Smith
Julie J. Rael
Karen Lynne Fricks

Kathryn Overton
Kawtar El Alaoui
Kelly Ann Thomas
Kendal Jacobson
Kiyomi Wilks
Lauren E. Soherr
Lauren Hewitt
Lauren Marble
Layire Diop
Leslie D. Huggins
Liliana Alva Regalado
Lindsey Anne Meyer
Loredana Militello
Lyndsey K. Gabaldon
Madison Spratto
Maggie Grimason
Maggie Roju
Maggie Wilcox
Mahnoor Gauba
Mairi Nunag Tanedo
Maria D. Salinas
Maria Villaverde
Marialisa Gonzales
Marielys Padua
Marissa Victoria Cuellar
Michael Margolis
Mildred Lopez
Mimi Schaefer
Mindy Gutow
Miriam Tennent
Morgan Jackson
Mr. Anh Tu Duong
Natalia Elise Corwell
Pat Roach
Paula Williamson
Payton Fowler
Peri Pakroo
Perla Veronica Aguilar
Pilar Andrea Sanchez
Rachel Droste Gwinn
Reid Singer
Renee Wolters
Robert S. Storbakken
Ruben R. Duran
Ruby Alejandra Rodriguez
Sara Albanna
Sara Ann Mason
Sarah Beam
Sarah Jamin

VOLUNTEERS
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Sarah Qureshy
Skylar Van Schatz
Sophia Corwell
Sophie Kim
Stacey L. Christian
Stacey Nash
Stanley M. Fried
Stella Sommer
Stephanie A. Lawyer
Stephanie Sanchez
Steven Asher
Susan G. Moore
Susan J. Schuurman
Suzanne Eldred
Tachae Hankerson
Tenley Ruth
Thalia Selene Fort
Theophile Owona Awana
Thomas Robertson
Tierney Michelle McCue
Vanessa L. Bautista
Virginia (Gini) Hickman
Viviana Bermudez
Wendell Lane
Yareli Torres-Gutierrez
Yazmin Irazoqui-Ruiz
Yvette Vargas
Zoe Goldblum

PRO BONO ATTORNEYS
Aaron Wolf
Adam Wright
Alana DeYoung
Alicia Ubeda Harvey
Amanda Krasulick
Amber L. Weeks
Andres Santiago
Bayard Roberts
Bob Curtis
Brianna Champ
Bridget L. Mullins
Brooke Baker
Caitlin A. Rodriguez-Rowe
Chris Killion
Christina Brennan
Christina C. Sheehan
Cynthia Ann Stofberg
David Bruce McCoy
David Eric Proper

Debbie Solove
Deian McBryde
Dominic Martinez
Elizabeth A. Delfs
Eunice Herrera
Gabriel Pacyniak
Gabriela Ibanez Guzman
Gretta Thomas
Harold Atencio
Horatio P. Moreno-Campos
James E. Bristol
James Hassan
Javier Garcia
Jay Mueller
Jennifer A. Kittleson
Jennifer Salazar
Jensen Wallace
Joan E. Drake
Joan Friedland
John L. Russo
Julia Barnes
Kim Hamann
Krystina Romero
Laura Unklesbay
Leslie McCarthy Apodaca
Madison Jones
Maria Ceballos
Maria O’Brien
Mariel Willow
Martha Brown
Mary Snyder
Matthias Sayer
Megan Muirhead
Meghan Medd
Melanie B. Stambaugh
Michelle Hernandez
Nancy Agustus
Nathan Winger
Nicole T. Russell
Nikki J. Mann
Orlando Martinez
Paola Saenz
Paola V. Jaime
Paul M. Roybal
Pilar L. Tirado Murray
Rachel Winston
Richard Lees
Roderick Philip Ventura
Roxie R. Rawles-de-Santiago

Sarah H. Davies
Sarah Steadman
Scott David Weaver
Sheila Sievers
Sheryl Saavedra
Spencer Edelman
Stuart Reyburn Butzier
Susan Miller Bisong
Susan Page
Sylvia E. Ontaneda-Bernales
Tess Wilkes
Wesley Cox
Zach Ives

PRO BONO MEDICAL PROVIDERS
Amy De Bernardi
Brianna Muller
Bridget McCoy
Christopher Schow
Deborah Fabian
Eleanor Emery
Erika Johnson-Jimenez
Fidel Ramirez
Hope Ferdowsian
Jennifer Glass
Jose Adrian Gonzalez
Karthik Kavasseri
Lorena Galvan
Maria Ceballos
Megana Dwarakanath
Melissa Rosen
Miranda Velikoff
Nathan Birnbaum
Rahul P. Vasireddy
Shannon Stromberg
Tamara Thiedeman
Wanni Zhou
Wendy Vu
Yvonne Duarte

PRO BONO INTERPRETERS
Kari Converse
Michael Kagan
Peter Katel
Ruth Alice Warner

Kathryn Overton
Kawtar El Alaoui
Kelly Ann Thomas
Kendal Jacobson
Kiyomi Wilks
Lauren E. Soherr
Lauren Hewitt
Lauren Marble
Layire Diop
Leslie D. Huggins
Liliana Alva Regalado
Lindsey Anne Meyer
Loredana Militello
Lyndsey K. Gabaldon
Madison Spratto
Maggie Grimason
Maggie Roju
Maggie Wilcox
Mahnoor Gauba
Mairi Nunag Tanedo
Maria D. Salinas
Maria Villaverde
Marialisa Gonzales
Marielys Padua
Marissa Victoria Cuellar
Michael Margolis
Mildred Lopez
Mimi Schaefer
Mindy Gutow
Miriam Tennent
Morgan Jackson
Mr. Anh Tu Duong
Natalia Elise Corwell
Pat Roach
Paula Williamson
Payton Fowler
Peri Pakroo
Perla Veronica Aguilar
Pilar Andrea Sanchez
Rachel Droste Gwinn
Reid Singer
Renee Wolters
Robert S. Storbakken
Ruben R. Duran
Ruby Alejandra Rodriguez
Sara Albanna
Sara Ann Mason
Sarah Beam
Sarah Jamin
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Adrian Arambula
Aimee Martuccio Whitsell
Alecia Sawyer
Alejandro Quezada
Alejandro Roldan Chavez
Alexander Guy
Alexandra Ecklund
Alexis Kaminsky
Alexis Rael
Alina Taveras Shelley
Allegra Salazar
Allison Davis
Amanda Agler
Amanda Gibson
Amanda Viviano
Amber Bunch
Ana Cecilia Chavez Beltran
AnaMaria Padilla
Anastacia Ebi
Andrea Cohen & Steven B Cohen
Andrea Gail White
Andres Goldschmidt
Andrew Fassler
Andrew Jefferies
Andrew Sussman
Anke Adenwala
Anne Avellone
Annie Youchah
Ann-Mary Macleod
Anson
Antonio Mauri
Aracely V. Serrano & Gabriel Serrano Sr.
Ariel Domlyn
Arika Sanchez
Arlene Groch
Ashlee Wright
Ashley Lopez
Ashley Scoby
Astrid Uryson
Aubrey Hovey
Aubrey Levinthal
Ausberto Beltran
Barbara C. Schroder
Barbara Dodge
Barbara Singer
Barry Herskowitz
Ben Flaherty
Benjamin Walter Fowler
Bertrand Parnall
Beverly Cole
Bj Trujillo
Bobi Den Hartog
Boris Maiorov
Boris Rozman
Brandt Milstein & Ryan Golten
Brania Rios
Brenda Villalpando

Briana Luceadams
Britt Baca-Miller
Bruce Trigg
Burck & Sandra Bailey
Campbell Roberts
Carla Blakley
Carlos Marquez
Carmela Buschy
Caro Jaime
Carol Garner & Robert Williams
Carol Morris
Caroline Dechert
Carolyn Jones
Catherine Hobbs
Catherine Price & Alex Price
Charles Goodmacher
Charles K. Purcell & Georgia D. Will
Charles Wellborn
Christian Sarmiento
Christina Keleher
Christine Marie Sierra
Christy Nunez-Martinez
Clare A. Castiglia
Claudia B. Isaac
Clifton Chadwick
Connie & Marty Molecke
Constance Liu
Coral Pitkin
Courtney Chilton
Cristina Del Toro
Cristina Larranaga-Dominguez
Curtis Derrick
Cynthia Wright Kolson
Dan Santantonio
Daniela & Scott Stromberg
Daniella Isabel Apodaca
Dave Rossetti & Jan Avent 
 Philanthropic Fund
David & Mary Cost
David Apodaca Marquez
David Espinosa & Cindy Ruppert Espinosa
David H Bowman
David Meischen
David Prescott & Patricia Cloud
David Richman
David Thompson & Leslie Pearlman
Deanna Albrecht
Debbie Weissman
Debi Randall
Deborah Ann Solove & Gregg Solove
Delora Sue Sampson & Michael J. Sampson
Denise M. Chanez
Denise Roberta Gallegos
Dennis Letters
Dennis Lorenz
Deshawnda Chaparro
Diane & Frank Wilwol

INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS
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Diane N. Rawls
Dominic Ireland
Donna M. Tosh & Michael J. Tosh
Donna Roxey
Doug Meyer
Doug Simon
Duke Klauck
Eddie Godina
Elana J. Kimbrell
Eleanor J. Milroy
Elena Mitchel
Elicia Montoya
Elizabeth C. Merritt
Elizabeth K Sperlich
Elizabeth McDonough & Marc McDonough
Elizabeth McGrath & Cameron Ferrante
Elizabeth Reno Cosby
Elizabeth Rice
Ellen Louderbough
Ellen Weil Leitzer
Elliott Ruiz
Elsie Ulven
Emily Mitchell
Eric Unzicker
Erica Samuel
Erica Webb
Erin Pearson
Erin Tarica & Owen Whooley
Eve Wedeen
Evelina Donaldson
Evelyn Vinogradov
Faye Butler North
Frances Hartmann
Franchesca Banuelos
Fred & June Yoder
Gabe Joseph
Gail Baker
George Dresden
Gilbert Sanchez & Errynn Sanchez
Gilberto Garcia
Gladys Delgado
Glen Thamert
Grace Allison & David White
Grace Burke
Gregorio Sanchez Portillo
Gregory Trost
Gretta Thomas
Guadalupe Miranda Palacios
Gwendolyn Walker
Hannah Marie
Harley Jessop
Harold Engle
Heath Henley
Heather Yeo
Hector Colunga
Helen Tarokic
Hervey A. Juris

Hilaria P. Martinez
Hillary Smith
Ian Bertschausen
Ilina Murgan
Irene Fertik
Isabel Phillips
J. Michele Guttmann
Jacob Tucker
Jacob Valdez
Jaime
Jaime Martinez
Jakub Swiadek
James E. Tome
James Kanel
James M. Olson & Lynn F. Olson
Jami Lara
Jamie McGibbon
Jan Walsh & Jeffrey Johnston
Jana Carole
Jane & Mark Epstein
Janet Stokes
Janet Tellatin & James Tellatin
Janine Kennedy & Don Manning
Jared Rapp
Jaren Trost
Jasmine Cuffee
Jason Marks
Jeanine Rogers
Jeanne Jacobs
Jeffrey Gerttula
Jenifer Getz
Jennifer Glass
Jenny Rowland
Jenny Talamantez
Jeremy Faulkner
Jeremy Snyder & Mary Snyder
Jessica Cheng
Joan Friedland
Joanna deKeyser
Joanne Gianardi
Jocelyn Kanoff
Joe Arrellin
Joel K. Jacobsen & Carla R. Beauchamp
Joel Ruiz
John B. Ellig
John Lazaruk
John Teti
John Vail
John Zachary Pike
Jonathan Pearson
Jorge Magana
Jose Carlos Rodriguez Flores
Joseph Landau
Joseph Roth
Josh Ford
Joshua Hayward
Joy Dinaro

Judith Moore
Juergen Eckert
Julia Zubia
Julian Rivera
Juliana Sosande Ibarra
Julie Radoslovich & Raymond Badua
Julio Dominguez
Justin Stevens
Kalonji Bobb
Kara Mosley
Karen M. Kimbrell
Kari Converse
Karina Smyth
Karthik Kavasseri
Kate Kahn
Katherine F. Breen & John M. Merritt
Kathleen David
Kathleen Love
Kathleen Moore
Kathryn Wissel
Kathy Barber
Kathy Wright
Katie Curry
Katie Marion
Katie Nixon
Katrina Kimport
Keegan Tasker
Kelsey Moore
Kerry Dalen
Kevin Bentley
Krystal George Brown
Kyndra Apodaca
Lane Leckman & Deborah Hall
Laura Eberhardt
Laura Martin
Lawrence Jacoby
Leandra Goldflam
Leland D. Byers
Leslie Ogas
Levi Boggess
Lily Simonson
Linda K. Wilson
Linda S. Witt
Lisa Barrow
Lisa Hochstetler
Lisa Maira
Lisa Rohleder
Lisa Senn
Lizbet Magana-Ramirez
Lori Costa
Lorraine Palafox
Luci Cardona-Wesolowski
Lucrecia Jaramillo & Ian Cooke
Luis Garcia
Lydia Ruffin
Lynn Eby
Lynne Wolfe
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Ma Teresa Castro
Madeline Gitomer
Maggie Hall & Andrew Hall
Malice Rmora
Mandi Williams
Marchele R. Hise
Margaret Elliston
Margaret Montoya
Maria Amaya
María del Carmen Graham
Mariana Camionschu
Marianne Berwick
Marie Baca
Marie Gerhardt-Sena
Mariel Nanasi & Jeffrey Haas
Marisa Romero
Mark & Connie J. Peceny
Mark Fidel
Mark Sheridan
Mark Unverzagt
Martha Barrios
Martha Rivas
Mary Beth Schubauer
Mary Dudley
Mary E. Lance & Benson R. Daitz
Mary Margaret Golten
Mary Rose Twohig
Mary Saenz-Carey
Maryann Wolters & Michael Olson
MaryBeth Stevens
Marysol Zaragoza
Matt Baker & Carrie Doyle
Maura Lewiecki
Maureen Fuller
Megan Choens & Charles Choens
Megan Velasquez
Melissa Cruz
Melissa Vidaña
Meredith Kent
Michael Barkhudarov
Michael Juarez
Michael Nutkiewicz
Michael Petersen
Michael Sievers
Michelle Meaders
Mildred Lopez
Mindy Gutow
Miriam Rand
Mish Rosete
Molly Burns
Moneka Stevens
Monica Cordova
Morgan Honeycutt
Nadine Moku
Nahum Garcia
Nancy Iris Phillips
Nancy M. Baca

Nancy Winger
Naomi Morris
Nathaniel Higley
Nicholas J. Trost
Nick Dominguez
Nicole Finch
Nikita Carrasco-Seely
Nikki J. Mann
Noelle Graney
Nora Hernandez-Cordova
Norma & Gene Gutierrez
Norma Calix
Norty Kalishman
Olivia Frank
Ona Porter
Pam Gibbons
Patricia Caley
Patrick Easterling
Paul Shave
Paula Steinberg
Peggy Barroll
Peter Belford
Quiana Salazar-King
R. Adele Davies
Rachel D. Peura
Ramon Gallegos
Randy McGinn
Randy Royster
Raul Israel Martinez
Rebecca Burnside
Rebecca Mulcahy
Rebecca Scheib
Rebekah Gallegos
Richard & Jo Ann J. Schaefer
Richard & Shirley Flint
Richard Araiza & Jane LeNoue
Richard L. Leza
Ricky Miller
Robert Porter Bryan
Ronald Trost & Florence Trost
Rutger Weinkauf
Ruth E. Race
Ruth L. Kovnat
Ryan Day
Sabrina Su & Serge Martinez
Samm Mcgregor
Samson Jacob
Sandra Penn
Sara Gelles-Watnick
Sarah E. Soliz
Scott Mackey
Seymour Dubow
Shannon Stromberg
Sharon Head
Shawn Hardeman
Shawn Sidhu
Sheila Sievers

Shelley Roberts
Sherry Lindsey
Simin Shapoorian
Sofie Hecht
Sophia Barkhudarova
Sophia Corwell
Sophie Massie
Steffi Ostrowski
Stephanie A. Lawyer
Stephanie Pollack
Stephen Black
Steve & Palmira R. Hay
Steven R. Sobolik
Susan Morrison
Susan Symmes
Susanne Brown
Suzanna Gurule
Tabitha Hall
Tammy Fiebelkorn
Terri McAbee
Thomas C. Schwab &  
 Pamela B. Donegan Gift Fund 
Thomas H. Aageson
Thomas Peoples
Tina Kachele
Tiska Blankenship
Tova Indritz
Travis Aerenson
Trevin Barnhill
Trevor Mcveety
Trisha Thompson
Trudelle Bunn
Una Campbell
Vennie Eline White
Veronica Gonzales
Veronica Roberts & Philip Roberts
Victor Reyes
Victoria Parrill
Vita Mora Loewenstein
Vivian Skadron
Wendy Call
William Everett
Xavier Vergara
Yamhilette Licon Munoz
Yvette Vargas
Zachary Pfeiff
Zneas Nomar
Zoe Lees
Zoila Alvarez Hernandez
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FUNDING PARTNERS
ABCD Fund, Santa Fe Community Foundation
Albuquerque Community Foundation
Anonymous Memorial Fund, Santa Fe Community Foundation
Brindle Foundation
Borealis Foundation
City of Albuquerque
City of Santa Fe
Civil Legal Service Commission
Community Health Funder Alliance
Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico
Con Alma Foundation
County of Santa Fe
Doris Goodwin Walbridge Foundation
Equal Justice Works
Four Freedoms Fund – Neo Philanthropy
Herb Block Foundation
Hispanics in Philanthropy
Jewish Community Foundation of New Mexico
Liberty Ranch Infinite Possibilities Fund, Santa Fe Community Foundation
McCune Charitable Foundation
National Partnership for New Americans
NM Crime Victims Reparation Commission
Office of Refugee Resettlement
Office of Violence Against Women
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Shaggy Peak Fund, Santa Fe Community Foundation
State Bar of New Mexico – Access to Justice Fund
Steinberg Charitable Fund, Jewish Community Foundation of New Mexico
Undaunted Carnival Foundation
United Way of Central New Mexico
University of New Mexico
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Wallen-Eloisa Family Fund, Santa Fe Community Foundation

BUSINESS & COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION SUPPORTERS
Albuquerque Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Atkins & Walker PA
Atrisco Cafe & Bar
Brian Morris & Committee to Keep Judge Allison 
Costco Wholesale
La Mesa Presbyterian Church  
Modrall Sperling Law Firm 
Religious Society of Friends - Quaker
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
St. Chad’s Episcopal Church
United Church of Santa Fe
Wilcox & Myers, Independent Community Foundation

PARTNERS &
SUPPORTERS
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NMILC STAFF &  
FULL-TIME VOLUNTEERS 

Abigail Acevedo 
Staff Accountant

Alondra Reyes 
Paralegal

Arani Flores 
AmeriCorps Public Ally Volunteer

Brenda Morales 
Intake Specialist

Carla Law 
Intake Specialist

Christy Sobolik 
Grants & Data Manager

Delaney Swink 
Volunteer & Development Coordinator

Deshawnda Chaparro, Esq. 
Staff Attorney

Edith Linares 
Administrative Assistant

Elizabeth Alvarado 
Paralegal/Asylum Services Coordinator

Elliot Edeburn 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps

Emma Race 
Intake and Social Services Manager

Eunjin Choi, Esq. 
Staff Attorney

Flaviano Graciano 
Communications Manager

Ivonne Aguirre 
Pathways Navigator

Jasmain Rodriguez 
Paralegal

Jasmine McGee, Esq. 
Managing Attorney

  
 

Jenny Landau, Esq. 
Co-Founder, Executive Director

Jessica Martinez 
Corinne Wolfe Transformative 
Advocacy Fellow

Jordan Ganley 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps

Linda Wilson, Esq. 
Staff Attorney

Lydia Philips 
Communications Specialist 

Maricruz Melero 
Paralegal

Mari Lopez 
Senior Accountant 

Monica Newcomer Miller, Esq. 
Supervising Attorney

Nora Hernandez 
Paralegal/Pro Se Services Coordinator

Quiana Salazar-King, Esq. 
Director of Community Engagement

Renee Wolters 
Volunteer DOJ 
Accredited Representative

Shalini Thomas 
Supervising DOJ 
Accredited Representative

Sonia Ramirez 
Pathways Navigator

Stefanie Lawyer 
Volunteer DOJ 
Accredited Representative

Stefany Bencomo 
AmeriCorps Public Ally Volunteer

Yali Castaneda 
Office Coordinator/Victim Advocate

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

Mónica Córdova 
President

Jessica Goodkind, Ph.D. 
Secretary

Barry Herskowitz, CPA 
Treasurer

Serge Martinez, Esq.

Julio Romero, Esq. 



THANKS TO PREVIOUS STAFF 
MEMBERS & FULL-TIME VOLUNTEERS

Abdiel Razo 
Communications Associate 

Adriel Orozco, Esq. 
Executive Director

Alexandra Ogunsayna 
AmeriCorps Public Ally Volunteer

Alondra Granados 
Paralegal 

Arifa Raza, Esq. 
Supervising Attorney

Diana Torres, Esq. 
Staff Attorney

Dulce Ivonne Rivera 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps

Dulce Victoria Zariana 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps

Elizabeth Lake 
Client Data Specialist

Emma Kahn 
Detention and Asylum Services 
Coordinator

Hali Calzadillas 
DOJ Accredited Representative

Jabez Ledres 
DOJ Accredited Representative

Jazmin Irazoqui-Ruiz, Esq. 
Staff Attorney

Lauren Keenan, Esq. 
Contract Attorney

Martha Laura Garcia, Esq. 
Supervising Attorney 

Melissa Gutierrez 
Pro Se Affirmative Services Coordinator

Vanessa Gonzales 
DOJ Accredited Representative

Vianey Veleta-Arambula 
Business Manager

SPECIAL THANKS 
TO 2021 INTERNS

Adrian Gervassi 
Undergraduate Intern

Aitana Villasenor 
High School Intern

Alessandra Silva 
High School Intern

Bria Yazic 
Northeastern School of Law Extern

Evelyn Perez 
High School Intern

Gabriela (Bella) Garcia 
University of Texas 
Undergraduate Intern

Hannah Neal 
UNM School of Law Extern

Iris Wohrer 
UNMUndergraduate  Intern

John Dinh Hoang 
Earlham Undergraduate Intern

Lorraine Watkins 
Northeastern Law School Intern

Oscar Corral 
Loyola University Chicago 
Social Work Intern

Sofia Bomse 
Bryn Mawr Undergraduate Intern

Stella Sommer 
Post High School Intern

Ta’Chae Hankerson 
Pre Law Intern

Taylor Noya 
UNM School of Law Extern

Thalia Fort 
Hendrix College 
Undergraduate Intern

NMILC would like to extend a special 

thanks to the following companies and 

law firms that generously supported 

our mission to empower low-income 

immigrant communities through free 

high-quality legal services, education, 

and advocacy. 

Campeón/Champion $3,500 

Aliado/Ally $1,000

Amigo/Friend $500

SPECIAL THANKS



MAIN OFFICE

625 Silver Avenue SW 
Suite 410
Albuquerque, NM 87102
505.247.1023

Fax 505.633.8056
info@nmilc.org

MAILING ADDRESS

P.O. Box 7040
Albuquerque, NM 87194-7040

Join NMILC in advancing justice and equity 
through the empowerment of our low-income 
immigrant communities. 

Visit nmilc.org/donate or nmilc.org/volunteer.

Thank you!


